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IT HAS BEEN A WHILE SINCE THE BOYS REFERRED TO PRESIDENT THIEU
25 QUR PUPPET, AND SLTHOUGH THE TERM %AS USED AS DEROJ:TION DURING
£LL THOSE YEARS, THEY WISH NOW, MOS[I OF THEY, THAT HE YERE IN
FACT OUR PUPPET, THAT HE WOULD SIMPLY SHUT UP AWD DO AS HENRY XISS-
INGER TELLS HIM TO DO, THIS THEY DESIRE FOK TWO REASONS, ONE OF
THEM COMMEND2BLE, THE OTHER LESS5 S0. THEY

vANT THE VIETNAM WaR TO
END (OR AT LEAST INSOFAR AS WE ARE CONNECTED WITH IT IN ANY
WAY)e 4ND THEY WOULD LIXE TO SEE THEIR O.N VATICINATIONS WRITTEN
INTO HISTOKY. THEY HAVE 4LL ALONG BEEN SaYING THAT BECAUSE IT wAS

ALY AYS, REALLY, A CIVIL VAR, aAxD BECAUSE THE VIET COwWG, FOR ALL
THAT THEIR PRACTICES ARE OCCASIONALLY UNPLEASANT, WERE ALYAY3 THE
TRULY INDIGENQUS KEPRESENTATIVZS OF THE POST~COLONIAL INDOCHINESE
CULTURE, THEREFORE THE COMMUNISTS WOULD PREVAIL, AND SHOULD.

_ HEWRY KISSINGER IS MOST DEFINITELY NOT A YEMBER QF THIS

GROUP. HIS VIEYS ON THE VIETNAMN WAR, AND THE OWLY SATISFACTORY MEANS
OF TERMINATING IT, WERE NICELY STATED IN FOREIGN AFFAIRS EARLY IN
1969, IN AN ESSAY HE ¥ROTE JUST BEFORE HE LEFT OFF URITING ABOUT
HISTORY IN ORDER TO MAXE HISTOHY: AND IN THaT ARTICLE HE sAlb,

AS PLAINLY AS ANY PROFESSOR CAn, wOT OoLY THAT THE UNITED STATES

H S A STAKE IN VIETNAM, BUT THAT THE R£SI OF THE WORLD HAS A
STAXE IN AMERICA'S STAVYE IN VIETNAM.
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BUT NOY HENRY YISSINGER IS Yp AGAINST IT. HE HAS PUSHED THE
NORTH VIETNAMESE ABOLT A5 FARK 45 HE CANe AFTER HIS RETURN FROM PARIS
"ND SAIGON HE TOLD ONE FRIEND JUEILANTLY THAT IF IN ADV&NCE OF THAT
TRIP NIXON HAD PUBLICIZED AS NON-NEGOTIABLE TERHS FOR A CEASE-FIRE
THE CONCESSIONS THE NORTH VIETNAMESE Hi. GOWNE QN TO MAKE, "NIXON
WOULD HAVE BEEN DENOUNCED BY NaTIONAL REVIEW AS BEING TOO IN-
TRANSIGENT," VYELL, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE FOR KEASONS INSCRULLBLE
AND‘NOT-SO-INSCRUTABLE, CAPITULATED: PRISONERS RELEASEDS NO CO4-
LITION GOVERNMENT3 2 FACE-SaVING TRIPARTITE ADVISORY RBODY OF NATIONAL
CONCILIAT ION YWHOSE RECOMMENDAT IONS WOULD BE OPERATIVE ONLY WHEN
MADE UNANIMOUSLY; PRESIDENT THIEU IN DIRECT CHARGE OF ONE~THIRD
OF THE MEMBERSHIP OF SAID BOARD3 THE GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH VIETNAM
MEANJHILE DIRECTLY GOVERNED BY THIEU; ITHDRAWAL® OF NORTH VIET-
NSMESE TROOPS FROM CAMBODIA AND LA0Ss RETENTION OF U.S. BASES IN
THAILAND; PROVISIONING OF NORTH VIETNAMNESE SOLDIERS IN THE SOUTH
ONLY TO THE FOINT OF WMAINTENANCE ..

NORTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS IN THE SOUTHI

. THE NORTH VIETNAMESZ UNSWILINGLY TELL YOU THAT THERE ARE KO
NORTH VIETNAMESE IN THE SOUTH, THE U.S. COUNTERFART OF $HICH ¥OULD
SE TO DECLARE SOLEMNLY, SAY IN THE UNITED NATIONS, THAT THERE IS
NO NEGRO PROBLEM IN THE SOUTK FOR THE SINPLE REASON THLT THERE
ARE NO NEGROES IN THE SOUTH, HOW, SAY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE, CAN
#E BE ASKED TO "REPATRIATZ™ SOLDIERS WHO ARE RE4LLY SOUTH VIETNAHESE
TO BLGIN YITH, WHOM WE FEEL NERELY 5 HUMANE OEL IGAT ION TO CONTINUE
TO PROVISION? | _ o i -

THIS HAS BECOME THE STICYING POINT. THOSE #HO FEEL IMPATIENT
VITH THE INTRANSIGENCE OF PRESIDENT THIFU SHOULD HOWEVER 431 THEN-
SELVES WHAT WOULD HAVE BEEN THe ATTITUDE OF, 8AY, CHARLES DE
GAULLE IF, IN ORDER TO SHORTZN THE wOKLD §AR, YE HAD PROPOSED TO
Al & CEASE~FIRE THAT PROVIDED FOR THE INDEFINATE GOVERNMENT OF
4 HALF DOZEN FRENCH DEP2RTYENTS BY THE NAZI AR4Y.

EXACTLY. THIEU IS EXACTLY RIGHT.
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BUT S0 IS RICHARD NIXON RIGHT. RIGHT In SATING THAT THE TINFE
HAS MOKRE OR LESS COME WHEN THE UNITED STATES H&S TO EASE AAY
IV 1976 YE BEGAN TO EASE AWAY. QVER & PERIOD OF TW0 YEARS YE RE~-
DUCED OUR FORCES Iy VIETNAM B4CK TO THE STATUS OF MILITARY ~DVISORS.,
VE VERE SUDDENLY, CALLED UPON, IN RESPONSE To THE w2y OFFENSIVE,
T0 UST OUR NAVY AND AIR FORCE g OUTRANCE, AND WE'RF STILL DOING
ITe THE POLITICAL TEMPER IN aMERICA REGUIRES THAT wE CONTINLE ToO
DISENGAGE: AND THIS MEANS, IN EFFECT, 4 CEASE-FIRE, THIS IS RE-
SUIRED FOR REASONS PALPABLE auD IMPALPABLE, TQ CONTINUE THE AERIAL
B0MBARDMENT AND THE BLOCHADE WOULD COST -~ JUST THESE Tw0 '
OPERATIONS -- FOUR BILLION DOLLARS DUKING CALENDAR 1973, IT ISN'T
O3VIOUS THAT CONGRESS YILL PASS ALONG THE MONEY, NOTMITHSTANDINGi'
THE PRESIDENT IAL LANDSLIDE. BUT MORE THAN THAT, THE AMERICAN PEOPLE
BELIEVE THAT THE TIME HAS COME ToO TERMINATE OLR INVOLVEMENT

FROVIDED THAT can BE ACCOMFLISHED ON REASONABLE TERMS, aND THE TERMS
ARE ADJUDGED AS -~ REASONABLE. .
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PUT DIFFERENTLY: IF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ADHERE TO THE TRRUS
OF THE CEASE-FIRE, THE NORTH VIETHAMESE ENCLAVES WITHIN SOUTH V1=
FTNAM ¥ILL IN THE MONTHS AND YEARS TO COME NO WORE COMPRONISE T He
OF FACTO SOVEREIGNTY OF SOUTH VIETNAW THAN GUANTANAMO CONPROM ISES
THE DE FACTO SOVEREIGNTY OF CUBA. IN BOTH CASES IT IS 4 BURR THAI
GALS AT THE NATTONAL PRIDE. BUT INCONCLUSIVE ENDS TO PROTRACIED
ARG ARE SOMETIMES BETTER THAN CONCLUSIVE ENDS: AND SOMETINES [HERE
IS NO OTHER WaYe | - -

TF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE DO NOT INTEND TO ABIDE BY THE TERMS
OF THE CEASE~FIKE IT HARDLY MAUES THAT MUCH OF A DIFFERENCE THAT
THEY SHOULD HAVE 106, 636 OF THEIR MEN BELEAGURED HEZIRE AND THERE IN
THE SOUTH. THE PRESIDENT OF THe UNITED STATES YILL PrESUNABLY
PLEDGE TO VISIT THE WRATH OF OUR MILITARY ON FRESH AGGRESSION IN
VIOLATION OF THE TERMS OF THe CEASE-F IRE. CHINA &ND THE SOVIET
INION, FOR ELABORATE BUT FLABORATABLE KEASONS, ARE PROB&BLY DIS-
INCL INED TO ENCOURAGE A VIOLALION OF THe CEaSE-FIRE. CHINA AND THE
SOVIET UNION, FOR ELABORATE BUT ZLABCORATABLE REAS0W3, ARE PROB-
ABLY DISINCLINED TO ENCOURAGE & yIOLaTIOW OF THE CEASE-FIRET ON A
M4SSIVE SCALE IN THE NEAR FUTURE. II I3 A GANBLE, OF COURSEZ. AND
AN AMERICAN SYMPATHETIC TO THE HeAnING OF THz VIET8AN waR, ADMIRING
OF THIEU, AND CONSIDERATL O THE LIAITATLIONS IMPOSED BY CONTEMPO-
RAKY REALITY ON RICHARD wWIXON, SEENS 4N ADROIT FORMULA FOR SAYING
TO0 THIEY: GET EVERY SINGLE THING YGU Cad. AND THEW == DO NOT MmERELY
30 2LONG, GO ALONG #ITH PuUBLIC ENTHUSTIASH.
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IHIS 1S IMPORTANT PRINARILY FOR THE UNITED STATES, BUT IN-
DIRECTLY FOR THIEU HIMSELF, FOR THE UNITED STATES IT 15 IMPORTANT
SinT HEN WE PULL OUT OF VIETN&HM, %€ SHALL Iy THE VIEY OF THE PIOPLE
OF THE ORLD, HAVE CONSUMMATED OUR PURPOSE. SINCE THIS uILL
NOT HAVE BEEN OBJECTIVELY CONSUMMATED, IN THE SENSE OF HAVING
REDUCED THE MORTH VIZTNAMESE AGGRESSIVE POTENTIAL TO RURSLE, THE
SITUSTION IS LEFT eM3IGUOUS. IT 13, THEREFORE, ONLY THIEU WHO TAN
ConV INCINGLY PRONOUNCE UPON #HAT AWERICA DID ACCOYPLISH. IF HE
ANOUSCES TO THE VORLD THAT HE HAS BEEN BETRAYED BY THE LNITED STATES,
“UITE APART FROM THE DAMAGE HE DOES HIMSELF IN TERWS OF PROSPECIIV:
A1D FROM THE UNITED STATES &ND A NEL CRISIS, HE UNDERMINES THE HIS-
TORICAL POINT WE HAVE SOUGHT TO MAXE: THAT THE UNITED STATES CaN
b= TAYEN AT ITS ORD; THAT OUR TREATIES MEAN SOMETHING; THAT THE
NATIONS OF EUROPE, AND OF THE MIDDLE EAST, aWD I THI PACIFIC
AND SOUTH PAGCIFIC, CAN VIEW THE INDOCHINESE EXPERIENCE AS A HISTOR-
ICAL VALIDATION OF &MERICA®S ¥ORD, ON WHICH THEZY THEMSELVES DEPEND,
SHOULD THEY FIND THEMSELVES LYING Id THE ¥AY OF [04O0RROV'S AGGRRSS-
IVE SALIENT. SOUTH VIETNANM NEEDS TO BE A CONTINULNG MEWBER OF A
JORLD FRATERNITY THAT LOOXS LPOW THE UNITED STATES IF NOT WITH
AYE, AT LEAST 4ITH RESPECT, AND PERHAPS IN DUE COURSE, WITH EVEN
A4 LITTLE PRIDE. : S - - s

HAVING ASCERTAINED THAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE NEGOT IATORS

N PARIS WILL NOT GO FURTHER =~ PERHAFS CANNOT GO FURTHER (THE NORTH
VIZTNMESE RULERS ARE THEMSELVES DIVIDED THERE ARE THOSE WHO ARE
BITTER AGAINST THE CONCESSIONS ALREADY MADE IN PARIS) =-- THIEY'S
ALTERNATIVE REDUCES NOT ONLY TO PETULANCE BUT TO THE #IdD OF BITTER -
SRLF- ISOLATION WHICH IS ITSELF AN ADDED INDUCEMENT TO RE~

ﬁgﬁgp AGGRESSION FROM THE NORTH, AND FATALISTIC DEMORALIZATION AT
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